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President’s Committee Meeting Report 

Thank you everyone for your welcome and kind words. 

In this time of change at our U3A Flinders, we think it important to keep 
members informed. It gives you an opportunity to talk with different 
Committee members and encourages transparency.  

This is part of the purpose for this Special Newsletter. Thank you to Judy 
Milford and Nola Byass for organising it. 

Our first meeting of the newly elected committee was on 30th March and 
what a large agenda!  In no particular order: 

• U3A office at Flinders University now closed 

• Exploration of joining U3A South Australia 

• Exploration of joining up with U3A Online that provides courses and meetings across Australia 

• Membership Invoices for 2026 to be sent out shortly. $50 for single. $80 for couples/ No Cost 
for Life Members 

• Promotions sub-committee to set up and staff our display at Seniors Expo on 29th April at 
Marion Club 10am to 1pm. Details on noticeboard Active Elders Hall. 

• Membership Wizard Administrator MW training by Kathy Haskard for Heather Fels, Kaye 
Bishop and Di Rennie. Kathy will work with Tricia on MW Finance. 

• Confidentiality and Secure processes for member details 

• Program sub-committee’s ongoing management of Thursday Program. Special request and 
thank you to Di Rennie, Chris Bennett and Peggy Knight and others who help with afternoon 
tea for their continued support. We appreciate members offering to help with moving 
furniture and chairs back and forth by arriving about 1:10 and stay for 10 minutes afterwards 
to reset the room. 

• Considering recent changes in our relationship with Flinders University, processes, inclusive 
of all members, to: 

o review and update the U3A Flinders Constitution 

o consider a possible name and/or logo change (this is just a consideration as I’m aware 
many members are not keen) 

We appreciate that Robert Heddle has agreed to stay on as a committee member to support Tricia 
as the new Treasurer.  

Yes, this does sound busy; however, we are keen to hear from you and involve you. I will rarely 
be able to attend Thursday programs, due to other commitments. If you wish to contact me 
directly, my email address is heather.fels2@bigpond.com 

Heather Fels   

mailto:flindersu3a@gmail.com
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The Marion Retirement Living  

& Senior Lifestyle Expo  
 
 
When Where 
Wednesday April 29, 2026 
From 10:00am to 1:00pm 

Club Marion 
262 Sturt Road, 
Marion SA, 5043 

 
 

Free Admission 
 
 
Visitors can explore a wide range of businesses and service providers all under one roof.  
 

Includes: 
 
Retirement living, travel packages, social outings, financial, health, mobility products, 
senior advocacy, NDIS services, home care, community projects, and many more 
specialised services, this expo provides a platform to ask questions, gather information, 
and make informed decisions about their future.  
 

Find 'expo only' deals, and explore a huge variety of services all under one roof, saving 
you countless hours of research. 

 
 

Tea/Coffee will be served, along with your chance to win one of many lucky door prizes! 
 

Reserve your Tickets: 
www.seniorexposaustralia.com.au/marion-tickets.html 

 

or click on the Marion SA tab from: 
www.seniorexposaustralia.com 

 
 

Come along and see what’s on offer, and support our U3A Flinders 

volunteers at our exhibition table 
 

 
  

https://www.seniorexposaustralia.com.au/marion-tickets.html
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U3A Flinders Committee Members for 2026-2027 
 
Vice President: Di Rennie 

I grew up in Broken Hill and left when I was eighteen to attend 
teacher's college in Adelaide.  
My first teaching appointment was at Keith Area School in the Upper 
South East.  After three years I returned to teach in Adelaide.  
I am a member of the Belair Ladies Probus Club and I participate in the 
club's weekly walking group and the monthly coffee and chat.  
Each month I go on a day tour with Endeavour where we visit many 
interesting places and have an enjoyable lunch.  
I volunteer at School Aid South Pacific where we send school resources 
to developing countries. 
 
 

 
Secretary: Kaye Bishop 

Almost 35 years working within the state education system in various 
roles after having worked within the Australian Public Service before 
I began my teaching Bachelor of Education. Undertook further tertiary 
education in Educational Counselling. Spent my childhood living in 
Broken Hill and Adelaide. 
Since retiring from education, I volunteered for 10 years with 
Volunteering SA & NT as an Interviewer assisting placement of 
volunteers with not-for-profit organisations. 
My interests include travel, membership of two book clubs, fitness, 
walking and Pilates. 
My family live in various parts of this country and on overseas 
postings. Much of my travel now is in family visits. 
My partner and I enjoy socialising, films, board games and dining out. 

 
 
Program Coordinator: Ray Bown  

After 40 years in finance and economic roles in the SA public service, 
I’ve been enjoying an active retirement. My interest in science and 
technology was sparked by reading science fiction as a boy, and led to 
grinding optics and building telescopes as a teen, and a lifelong hobby 
as an amateur astronomer. 
Released from the confines of a desk-bound employment, I enjoy 
frequent long cycling rides on bike paths throughout the 
metropolitan area, both as part of a group, and on my own. 
Involvement in volunteer roles in several organisations, including 
U3A, is my way to keep mentally active. 
Mary and I have been blessed to have had a 48 year marriage and 
raising a family of three children. We now enjoy eight grandchildren. 
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Mary Bown  

Having an affinity for children and young people led me into a variety 
of voluntary areas for many years, and ultimately a paid position 
supporting teenage parents as they completed their education. 
I am very involved in our Retirement Village and enjoy contributing on 
the Resident’s Committee. My interests include craft, travel, reading, 
gardening, keeping fit, chi-ball, table-tennis and occasional bike riding. 
I also Volunteer at Mainly Music a pre-school program run by our 
Church. 
Ray and I have been blessed with eight beautiful grandchildren. Being 
part of their lives and watching them grow is quite humbling. 
 
 

 
Kathy Haskard  

Kathy joined U3A-Flinders during 2020, after hearing repeated good 
reports from several Adelaide Bushwalkers friends. 
Her passions include: bushwalking; being in nature, especially remote 
and rugged areas; mathematics; strong curiosity about the world and 
how things work; travel and experiences in different cultures; 
challenging the brain; using her skills, energy and knowledge for the 
benefit of others including volunteer work; piano-playing and group 
singing; bicycling; and living responsibly and sustainably. 
Kathy has lived in many places, growing up around country SA, with her 
father a teacher, then study and work in Adelaide, Canberra, Melbourne, 
Hobart and Perth, mainly in the public sector, applying statistical 

analysis to a wide variety of interesting subject-areas, often with a biological or environmental 
focus. 
Kathy also enjoyed a mid-career three-year post-doctoral position in England and many 
adventurous recreational trips both overseas and in Australia.  She is well experienced in share-
house-living and an intermittently long-distance but strongly-committed relationship with 
Warwick, who has lived continuously in Adelaide but has been wonderfully supportive 
throughout. 
 
Marion Moore  

I spent many years in Education particularly as a Biology teacher and 
have always enjoyed learning. Consequently, I am really enjoying being 
a member of U3A. 
I attended Riverton Primary and Riverton District High school (where 
my father was a senior master) and later Unley High. After this I attended 
Adelaide University where I completed a Science degree, with Honours 
in Zoology and a Dip Ed. 
My husband Mike and I enjoy natural history (particularly birds, 
butterflies and plants.) As a result, we have enjoyed plenty of interesting 
trips in our Jayco Camper trailer. 
We have four children ,14 grandchildren and one great granddaughter! 
Visiting family provided opportunities (and accommodation) for 

overseas travel. We are very pleased that they all now live in Australia. 
Whilst at Waikerie we were heavily involved with the hockey club. The children all played (and 
umpired) and Mike and I both coached junior teams. My hobbies include gardening and music. 
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Heather Williams 

I retired from paid employment (administration and IT in large 
organisations) in July 2017 and immediately jumped into my Third Age, 
attending a Musica Viva concert that night and indulging in overseas 
travel the next day. I love choral and chamber music and have discovered 
the delights of attending festivals of these around Australia and New 
Zealand, especially when I can combine a visit to family (sibs, nieces and 
nephews) at some of the events. I'd thought I'd travelled lots, I can claim 
7 continents (just), but nieces and nephews can claim many more 
countries than I can, some doing so before the age of 30. 
I am a regular volunteer for the Adelaide Festival and Rostrum Voice of 
Youth Public Speaking Competition for secondary school students, and 
ad hoc volunteer for various other festivals and 

cultural/science/community events.  Hobbies include Rostrum Public Speaking, National Seniors 
Australia (Brighton Branch), film club (Mercury Silverscreen), U3A Flinders of course, and 
providing support to classical musical events as an audience member. 
 
 


