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President’s Annual General Meeting Report  

President Chris Bennett welcomed everyone to the AGM; an abridged 
report follows. 

My thanks go to Program Co-ordinator Ray Bown and his planning 
team, of Janet Newman, Peggy Knight, Warwick Lloyd, Elizabeth Bleby 
and other members, who arranged guest speakers and interesting 
outside visits.  

Also, thank you to the coordinators of the Walking Group – Judy Milford 
and Nola Byass; the Book Group – Judy Milford and the Art Gallery 
Group – Bev Bennett. Current Affairs and Family History groups have 
recently been formed.   

During the year Flinders University advised they would not be renewing our office lease, as of 
March 26, 2026.  

The Committee was tasked with finding a way for U3A to continue without an office.  Warwick 
Lloyd and Kathy Haskard looked into a new online program called Member Wizard which has 
been successfully adopted.   Members who have not logged in as yet will have the opportunity to 
get help from Kathy and other volunteers on Thursday May 7 at the Active Elders Hall at 2pm.   

A special thank you to Kathy for her many hours and late nights researching this program and 
getting it up and running; we really do appreciate all your hard work. 

For many years the Office Coordinator and volunteers have been the anchors holding our U3A 
together.  Raquel Kneebone and Pat Davies have worked tirelessly, even through their own health 
problems and sad times, to keep everything running smoothly. The Committee are extremely 
grateful to them and all the Office Volunteers. 

A special mention must go to Bob Mills, our Secretary for the last six years. Without his knowledge 
and expertise, we would not have achieved what we have today. 

To Judy Milford and Nola Byass, thank you for your dedication and skills in compiling the 
Newsletters and to our members who have supplied interesting articles. 

Our Christmas event was very well supported with our members bringing a plate of food to share. 
After lunch a Ukulele band, organised by Mary Bown, entertained the members.     

I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the members who have been with U3A 
Flinders for 20 plus years.  Two, Margaret Milford and Mary Schumacher, have decided not to 
renew their membership.  Both held many positions and made significant contributions to U3A.  
We thank them for their dedication and friendship.  

 
  

mailto:flindersu3a@gmail.com
mailto:flindersu3a@gmail.com


U3A FLINDERS NEWSLETTER – APRIL 2026 

 

 

New Contact Details: 
PO Box 386, Park Holme SA 5043 

Telephone: 0431 719 219 
Email: flindersu3a@gmail.com 

 

Election of the U3A Flinders Board and Committee Members for 2026-2027 
 

The following members were elected for the U3A 
Flinders Committee: 
  President: Heather Fels 
  Vice President: Di Rennie 
  Secretary: Kaye Bishop   
  Treasurer: Tricia Butterfield  
  Program Coordinator: Ray Bown  
Members of the General Committee: 
  Mary Bown, Kathy Haskard, Warwick Lloyd,  
  Marion Moore, Heather Williams 
Public Officer: John Bartlett 
Auditor: Chris Lloyd  
Returning Officer: Judy Milford 
 

Back row: Kaye Bishop, Ray Bown, Marion Moore, 
Mary Bown, Heather Fels. Front row: Heather 
Williams, Warwick Lloyd, Kathy Haskard, Di Rennie. 
Absent: Tricia Butterfield 

Judy Milford, Returning Officer 
 

Introducing President Heather Fels 
 

Almost 50 years, working in various roles in the State Education 
system, left me with a lifelong desire to learn. Currently I play 
competitive bridge (not very well!) twice a week. I am in two book 
clubs and volunteer at my grandchildren’s school.  

My childhood was spent on sheep stations where I did 
Correspondence School and School of the Air, eventually going to 
boarding school, Flinders University and later University of SA. 

My partner of 40+ years died three years ago and I miss him 
enormously. I have two wonderful sons, one living in Melbourne and 
the other in Adelaide, six grandchildren, three bonus grandchildren; 
all of whom bring me a great deal of joy. 

I know very little history of U3A.  I acknowledge the hard work that has gone before and 
appreciate the quiet sharing from many of you.  U3A Flinders is at a crossroad. In moving forward, 
we need to work on some necessary changes to our constitution. We need to make our 
membership and finance processes efficient using Member Wizard while ensuring it is inclusive. 
I also think we need to reflect on our future and promote ourselves more broadly.  I look forward 
to creative ideas and broad discussion. 

Walking Group Report 2025 
Of the 22 walks programmed for 2025, two were cancelled due to forecasted heat. Starting times 
of 9.30am in the first and third terms and 10am in the wintry Term 2 have been maintained.  
Lasting between 1¼ to 1½ hours, walks were graded as either Easy or Moderate, although some 
feedback suggested that, especially on a warm day, some were Challenging.  Walks can be adapted 
by the individual according to their own capabilities, with partial walks often being an option. 
New members have joined the group which now has around 37 on our “list” but with health 
issues, travel and other commitments, attendance can be between 8 and 21, with the average 
being 13.    
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In February the group marvelled at the colour and skill of the Chihuly Sculptures in the Botanic 
Gardens.  Other areas explored included the Himeji and Veale Gardens, Carrick Hill, Creswell and 
Pennington Gardens and Montefiore Hill.  Beachfront, riverside and park walks are always well 
attended, as are historic walks.   
We thank the leaders of the historic walks 
for their in-depth research and organisation. 
Volunteers from within the group led many 
of the walks and arranged the all-important 
cafe bookings which were usually at the end 
of the walks. 
After the final walk for the year, through the 
Oaklands Wetlands, the group gathered at 
the Morphett Arms Hotel for their End of 
Year lunch celebration. 
We welcome new members to the group. It 
is a wonderful opportunity to explore our 
beautiful city and surrounds; chat as we 
walk and stay for the most important social 
side afterwards.  
Judy Milford & Nola Byass, Coordinators  Carrick Hill Walk June 2025  
 
Book Appreciation Group Report 2025 
An average of seven members attended Park Holme Library at 1.30pm on the third Friday of each 
month. Being able to gain the use of a room within the library, rather than in the general area, has 
provided a quiet venue for discussion. 
As always, we were pleased to welcome new members bringing new ideas for book choices. 
Members volunteer to choose a book and lead the discussion group for that book. Each member 
sources the book of the month from libraries, book shops, op shops or electronically through 
Kindle, Libby or Borrow Box etc. 
Of the nine books chosen this time by members, seven were by Australian authors, a reminder of 
the breadth and scope of home-grown literary talent. Historical fiction or books inspired by 
history were popular and several were thrillers. The Season, a memoir by Helen Garner covered 
one footy season when she followed her grandson to almost every practice and match. Some of 
the group could relate to that! Not all books were enjoyed by all but that resulted in lively 
discussions. New members are always welcome to join us. 
Judy Milford, Coordinator 
 
Art Gallery Visits 2025 
Gallery visits, monthly on the third Wednesday at 1.30pm, continued throughout 2025. 
February was a ticketed event, the Radical Textiles exhibition which celebrated traditions, 
knowledge and cutting-edge innovations across 150 years. Quilts, tapestries, fabrics, fashion, 
jewellery and more by over 100 artists and designers were on display. 
The March tour was based upon the theme of Civics and Citizenship and the rights and 
responsibilities and social justice issues that are reflected in the works of art on display.  
Transitions in Landscapes – an “Art for art’s sake”, the topic for April, covered a variety of styles; 
abstract, figurative and post-impressionist. We also viewed and discussed the glass panels that 
were originally in St. Paul’s church in the city. 
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A superb display of historic, valuable and exquisite treasures from many lands, in May, took a 
close look at Touching the Divine, a colourful new Asian exhibition which led us to contemplate 
the spiritual in a range of faiths and cultures. 
June was a ticketed exhibition Dangerously Modern: Australian Women Artists in Europe 1890-
1940.   
In July we viewed the works of the Winner and 22 finalists for the biennial AGSA Ramsay Prize for 
2025.  
The topic in August was SALA (South Australian Living Artists) focusing on the work by Sue 
Kneebone.  Her art is based on assembling found items or repurposing historical photographs 
around the themes of memory, history and place. 
The AGSA guides for our September tour entitled Designer and Maker took our group through 
various gallery spaces to view a selection of beautiful and intriguing works from the permanent 
collection which included a display by Guildhouse Fellowship Awardee Kyoko Hashimoto. 
In October the tour took us to look at creative works that linked to the Nature Festival theme of 
Flow, which incorporated the way nature 
and communities evolve. 
A collage by Kyoko Hashimoto made of 
paper and tools and a chiffonier carved by 
Maude Baillie, who lived on Wedge Island, 
were of particular interest. 
Our last visit for the year, in November, 
included more than 200 examples of 
contemporary Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander art in the Too deadly! Ten years of 
Tarnanthi exhibition. 
A stunning glass sculpture by Yhonnie 
Scarce, that represented the toxic dust that 
exploded over Maralinga when the British 
were testing their nuclear bombs, was 
especially impressive.      Trialing new headphones 
Bev Bennet, Coordinator    
 

 

In Memorium 

Life Patron of U3A Flinders, Sr Dr Deirdre Jordan RSM AC MBE, who was Chancellor of 
Flinders University during the years 1988-2002 and who was the instigator of the creation of 

our Association, passed away January 10, 2026 
 

Former member James (Jim) Kelly passed away March 6, 2026 

Our thoughts are with their families and friends. 
 

  

 
Thank you to those who have contributed to this newsletter. 

Please submit your contributions to the next U3A Newsletter, both text and photos, to 
Judy Milford at milfords4@bigpond.com and Nola Byass at ncbyass@gmail.com 

by the end of June 2026 
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